
My favorite place on earth is … my home town.

A good work day begins with … a cup of Chinese tea.

What I look for first in a publication is … its scientific novelty.

If I won the lottery, I would … buy a house.

The most important thing I learned from my parents is … to never give up.

In my opinion, the word “scientist” means … being honest and inspiring.

If I were not a research scientist, I would be … a chemistry teacher.

My favorite of music is … Chinese classical music.

The most exciting things about my research are … the unexpected results of my co-workers.

My biggest motivation is … curiosity.

The best advice I have ever been given is … not to be a follower.

I can never resist … getting more research funding.

When I�m frustrated I … go home to watch (action) movies.

My 5 top papers:

1. “[{[(h7-C2B10H12)(h6-C2B10H12)U][K2(thf)5]}2]: A Met-
allacarborane Containing the Novel h7-C2B10H12

4�

Ligand”: Z. Xie, C. Yan, Q. Yang, T. C. W. Mak,
Angew. Chem. 1999, 111, 1875 – 1877; Angew. Chem.
Int. Ed. 1999, 38, 1761 – 1763. (The highest hapticity of
carboranes reported to date.)

2. “Synthesis, Structure, and Bonding of a Zirconocene-
1,2-Dehydro-o-Carborane Complex”: H. Wang, H.-W.
Li, X. Huang, Z. Lin, Z. Xie, Angew. Chem. 2003, 115,
4483 – 4485; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2003, 42, 4347 –
4349. (The first report of bonding interactions between
a metal and carborynes.)

3. “Synthesis, Reactivity, and Structural Characterization
of a 14-Vertex Carborane”: L. Deng, H.-S. Chan, Z.

Xie, Angew. Chem. 2005, 117, 2166 – 2169; Angew.
Chem. Int. Ed. 2005, 44, 2128 – 2131. (The largest
carborane reported to date, and a general procedure
for the synthesis of this type of compounds.)

4. “Palladium/Nickel-Cocatalyzed Cycloaddition of 1,3-
Dehydro-o-Carborane with Alkynes. Facile Synthesis
of C,B-Substituted Carboranes”: Z. Qiu, Z. Xie, J. Am.
Chem. Soc. 2010, 132, 16085 – 16093. (The first report
of C=B bonding interactions in a carborane cage.)

5. “Regioselective Insertion of Carborynes into Ethereal
C�H Bond: Facile Synthesis of a-Carboranylated
Ethers”: S. R. Wang, Z. Qiu, Z. Xie, J. Am. Chem.
Soc. 2011, 133, 5760–5763. (Carborynes can exist in two
resonance forms: bonding and biradical.)
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